Peoples Baptist Church of Boston

A Christ-Centered Caring Church
At The Corner of Camden and Tremont Streets
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Organized as the First African Baptist Church
August 8,1805

Two Hundred and Second Anniversay
Celebration



10:00 A.M. 202 Anniversary, Worship Service,
Sunday, August 5,2007

Order of Service

Organ Prelude Brother Melvin Wedley
Introit TheLordisin HisHoly Temple The Choir
Call to Worship Psalm 100 Deacon Eric Grey, Jr.
Processional Hymn "Weve ComeThisFar By Faith No. 412
Invocation & Lord's Prayer Rev. Katrina Agard
Opening Hymn "All Hail the Power of JesusName" No. 293
Litany o Thanksgiving Brother Kerry B. Bowie

Welcoming d Guests Pastor Roberts

Choral Selection Anniversary Choir

Pastoral Prayer Sister Carolyn Roberts
God's Tithesand Our Offerings Pastor Roberts
Choral Selection Anniversary Choir
Doxology " Praise God FromWhom All Blessings Flows" Dk.St



Order of Service (continued)

Scripture Luke 19:37-48 Rev. Edmund D. Henley, Sr.
Introduction of Guest Preacher Pastor Roberts
Hymn "Yes, God is Real™" No. 162
Sermon The Agony and The Ecstasy of the City Rev. Dr. Michael E. Haynes
Invitation to Discipleship Selected

Reception of New Members

Nicole Oribhabor
Owenazee G. Imafidon

Ordinance ofthe Lord's Supper

Church Covenant
Benevolent Offering
The Lord's Supper

Closing Hymn ""Blest Be the Tie that Binds No. 343
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Peoples Baptist

Church is to bring people to Christ
and into membership In His
family, develop them to maturity
and equip them for ministry in the
Church and in the world, in order
to glorify God.




PEOPLESBAPTIST CHURCH OF BOSTON
A BRIEF HISTORY

The independent church movement that began among blacks during and following the

Revolutionary War saw severa independent black congregations established in the South as
well asin the North.

Early records o the Boston churches indicate that blacks worshiped with whites in various
churches. However, blacks were not treated equally with whites. They were generally
assigned seats in the galleries and other less desirable areas. Unwilling to tolerate
discrimination, a number d blacks began to meet in homes while they searched for a suitable
placed worship.

On August 8,1805, the First African Baptist Church was organized with twenty members. The
newly organized Church proceeded to erect its house d worship. The three-story building
called the African Meeting House was dedi cated December 6,1806.

The African Meeting House, housing New England's first black church and the first black
Baptist Church in the North, soon became a real influence in Boston's black community. It
was the only sizable meeting place in Boston controlled by blacks and it quickly became a
center, not just for religious worship, but for various community activities. It served as the
first school for African-American children until 1834 when the City constructed the Abidl
Smith School next to the Meeting House. The school is presently the home o the Museum o
African American History. The Meeting House aso becamethe meeting placefor political and
anti-slavery meetings. In January 1832, William Lloyd Garrison founded the New England
Anti-slavery Society at the Meeting House.

The Reverend Thomas Paul was formally instaled as pastor o the First African Baptist
Church, December 4, 1806. He served the congregation until 1829 when failing health led to
his resignation. He passed away in 1831.

By 1898, the First African Baptist Church, which had changed its name to St. Paul's Baptist
Church, had outgrown the Meeting House. With the majority o the black population having
moved from Beacon Hill to the South End and Lower Roxbury, the Church sold the Meeting
House to a Jewish congregation and moved to the South End. It purchased the present
building, constructed in 1868, from a Unitarian congregation, the New South Free Church.

On the first Sunday in March 1915, the congregations o Calvary Baptist Church and
Morning Star Baptist Church marched as one body to St. Paul's Baptist Church, and in a
unification ceremony, the three congregations merged to form Peoples Baptist Church o
Boston under the pastorate o Reverend Aaron Fuller.



A Brief History (continued)

Following the resignation of Reverend Fuller, the Reverend Dr. David Simpson Klugh became
Pastor in 1918. Reverend Klugh was an extraordinary fundraiser, a gifted pastor, preacher and
ecumenical churchman. During the1920's over 800 new members joined the Church. His ministry
came to an end December 21,1934, when he went to be with the Lord.

In an editorial in The Guardian, December 29, 1934, William Monroe Trotter, its Editor, said Dr.
Klugh pastored "a congregation that contained some of the ablest men and women that any
contemporary minister of our race has ever been called to lead in this city.” "Fifteen years ago,”
Trotter said, “ he came from New Haven to Boston and found a united congregation; God called
David S. Klugh just a week ago from a united, loving, debt-free people. He was more than a
worker, he was a soul winner."

Reverend Klugh's contributionsto Peoples Baptist Church include:

Retirement of the $13,000 mortgage
Purchase of a parsonage

Opening of a soup kitchen in 1929
Initiation of a radio broadcast
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The Reverend Richard M. Owens, a ministerial student at Andover Newton Theological School
came to the Church in 1934, prior to Dr. Klugh's death. He was installed as Pastor in 1936. He had
a successful ministry, which continued until his retirement in December 1979. Through the
outstanding ministry of Dr. Owens, Peoples Baptist Church became known nationally as a leader
among black churches. Prior to his retirement he was regarded throughout Greater Boston as the
"Dean of Boston's Black Clergy”. Peoples Baptist Church bestowed on him the title of " Pastor
Emeritus” at his retirement. He went home to be with his Lord October 19,2005 at age 98.

During the tenure of Dr. Owens (1934-1979), the following improvements were made to the
building:
New stained-glass windows were installed
* A steam heating plant was installed
The renovation of the sanctuary which included lengthening of the pulpit area, elevation of
the choir loft, and changing of the baptismal pool
* The basement was completed
* A new kitchen was built
*  New pews were installed

In February 1980, the Church called as Interim Pastor, the Reverend Wesley A. Roberts, M. Div.,
Th.M., MA., Ph.D., who was then Assistant Dean for Academic Programs and Associate Professor
of Church History at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, Massachusetts. In
June1982, the congregation voted to call Dr. Roberts as pastor. He was installed October 31, 1982,
as thefourth pastor o Peoples Baptist Church since the merger in 1915.



A Brief History (continued)

Dr. Robertsimmediately initiated a building program by having the Church purchase an abandoned building
next to the Church on Tremont Street from the Boston Redevelopment Authority. Demolition began in
January 1983 and, in July of that year, the Owens-Roberts Christian Education Center was dedicated. In
1989-1990, a mgjor renovation of the main church building took place. The work was completed and
dedicated April 29, 1990, as part of the 185™ Anniversary celebration.

With a matching grant from the MassachusettsHistorical Commission in 1998, the Church restored its steeple
to its origina state with scalloped slate and copper ornamental crosses consistent with the famous Boston
Architect Nathaniel J. Bridle's sketch dated April 29, 1887.

In July 2000, a broken water main on Tremont Street severely damaged the Owens-Roberts Center. It
subsequently developed mold and the entire inside of the building hed to be demolished and the walls treated
for mold. The reconstruction, which cost $2.6 million, was completed and dedicated April 25,2004.

In addition to an extensive building program, Pastor Roberts has led the congregation in establishing a
number of ministries. Some of these are

Senior ExploMinistry for theelderly
A New MembersMinistry

A TapeMinistry

A Prayer Ministry

A Food Pantry Ministry

A Prison Ministry

A Nursing HomeMinistry

A Tutorial Ministry

A SinglesMinistry

A Young Adult Ministry

A Discipleship Ministry through small groups
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Much has been accomplished in 202 years of ministry for which Peoplescan be very proud. Asthis
historic church transitions to a Purpose Driven Church paradigm in order to fulfill God's five
purposes (worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, evangelism) for His Church, it is uniquely
poised to accomplish greater things for the Kingdom of God than at any other period in its long
history.




A Litany of Thanksgiving

Let usgive thanks to God for having preserved PeoplesBapﬁst Church during the 202
yearsof itsexistence.

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

For the twenty men and women who obeyed your call in 1805 to organize
the First African Baptist Church,

We thank you, Lord.

For the Reverend Thomas Paul and the long lined Pastors who proclaimed
your Word and led your peoplein theway d righteousness,

Wethank you, Lord.

For al the officers and members now in your presence who gave their
talents, giftsand resourcesto serve your Church,

We thank you, Lord.
For the challengesand opportunities d serving this generation,

We thank you, Lord.

For your Holy Spirit who guides our steps and brings us giftsd faith and
love; who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship; for this day o
worship and celebration o your faithfulness,

We thank you, Lord, to whom be all praise and glory, now and forever,
Amen,




THE CHURCH COVENANT: A RESPONSIVE READING

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit & God to receive the Lord JesusChrist as our
Savior; and on the professiond our faith, having been baptized in the name d the Father,
and d the Son, and d the Holy Spirit, we do now in the presenced God, angelsand this

assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into covenant with one another, as one body
in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid d the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; to
strive for the advancement d this church in knowledge and holiness; to give it a placein
our affections, prayers and services above every organization d human origin; to sustain
it's worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrine; to contribute cheerfully and regularly, as
God has prospered us, towards it's expenses, for the support d afaithful and evangelical
ministry among us, the rdief d the poor and the spread d the Gospel throughout the
world. In cased differenced opinion in the church, we will cheerfully recognizethe right
d the mgjority to govern.

We also engage to maintain family and secret devotion; to study diligently the word o
God; to religiousy educate our children; to seek the salvation o our kindred and
acquaintance; to walk circumspectly in the world; to be'kind to those in our employ, and
faithful in the service we promise others; endeavoring in the purity d heart and good will
towardsal men to exemplify and commend our holy faith.

We further engage to watch over, to pray for, to exhort and stir up each other unto every
good word and work; to guard each other's reputation, not needlessly exposing the
infirmitiesd others; to participatein each other's joys and with tender sympathy bear one
another's burdens and sorrows; to cultivate Christian courtesy; to be slow to give or take
offense, but always ready for reconciliation, being mindful o the rulesd the Savior in the
eighteenth chapter o Matthew, to secure it without delay; and through life, amid evil
report, and good report, to seek to live to the glory o God, who has called us out o
darknessinto his marvelouslight.

When we remove from this place, we engage as soon as possible to unite with some other
church where we can carry out thespirit o thiscovenant and the principlesd God's
word.



Anniversary Honorees

Brother Albert and Sister Isabella Allen
Deacon James Benjamin
Sister Christine Fajors
Brother Joseph Lockhart
Sister Lillie Sanders

“Be joyful always;
pray continually;
give thanks
in all circumstances,
For this is God’s
Will for you in Christ Jesus.”




